
 
 
 

MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 27, 2019 

 
The Community Preservation Committee (CPC) held a regular meeting at 6:30pm in the 
third floor community room at the Visiting Nurse Association, 259 Lowell Street, 
Somerville, MA 02144. An audio recording of the meeting is available upon request. 
 

 
 
 
 

The chair opened the meeting at 6:32p.m. 
 
Agenda item 1: Public comment period 
No members of the public were present.  
 
Agenda item 2: Welcome new CPC members 
The CPC welcomed new general public members Laura Beretsky and Tatiana Shannon. 
 
Agenda item 3: Approve minutes from January 23 meeting 
Ms. Murugan corrected the language regarding a question she asked. Her question was if the 
consultants had explored the number of square feet of dog parks in comparable cities given the number 
of dogs in Somerville. 
 
Upon a motion by Mr. Bauer, seconded by Ms. Murugan, the Committee voted 7-0 to approve the 
minutes from January 23 as amended. 
 
Agenda item 4: Project updates 
5 Palmer: The City is planning for the demolition of the house on the property and as scheduled a tree 
hearing for March. The parcel will be converted to community gardens as part of Glen Park. The 
conservation restriction for the property is under the final legal review by the state. 
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South St. Farm: Groundwork will be returning the final $6,000 for the project because they have reached 
a good stopping point for the project and don’t have the staff capacity to finalize the project before their 
grant agreement expires. 
 
West Branch Library: Construction will be starting the following week. 
 
Milk Row Cemetery: A celebration marking the completion of the CPA project will be held on May 23 
from 6-7pm. 
 
[Jane Carbone arrives] 
 
Growing Center: The Friends of the Community Growing Center have tentatively scheduled the ribbon 
cutting for their construction project on June 22, with the time still to be determined. 
 
Grace Baptist Church: The first phase of the project has been completed.  
 
Healey Schoolyard Design: The request for proposals is currently being drafted. The City is requesting 
additional funds for the Healey and other schoolyards that have received CPA design funding for the 
design of artificial turf components. Interest in artificial turf has been expressed by all of the school 
communities, but is now an allowable CPA expense. 
 
Community Path: The City is determining if a license is necessary to start the survey and is finalizing the 
contract with the design consultant. 
 
FY19 grant agreements are in progress.  
[Tatiana Shannon arrives] 
 
35 Richardson: The closing on the project has been delayed and is expected to happen in the near 
future. 
 
Prospect Hill Park: A groundbreaking will be scheduled for late March. 
 
Preservation restrictions:  

• Documentation for Grace Baptist Church and Mission Church, the two restrictions required in 
the FY19 funding round, was completed the previous week.  

• The Massachusetts Historic Commission provided feedback on the Elizabeth Peabody House 
restriction, so it is being finalized.  

• Temple B’nai Brith is still under discussion. The rabbi proposed creating a public art gallery in the 
building to meet the public access requirement and needs to receive the support of the temple’s 
board for the idea. They have asked a lawyer to finalize the discussions on the restriction, so the 
City Solicitor is now taking the lead on moving the discussions forward.  
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• The 83 Belmont homeowners provided feedback on the draft restriction and the revised version 
is now under review by the City’s preservation staff. 

• We are waiting on final comments from the Mystic Water Works lawyer. The restriction will 
need to be reviewed by all of the lenders before it is sent to the state for review. 

• The Somerville Museum is going through a process to reconcile the feedback on the restriction 
from board members and staff. 

• The City Solicitor needs to review the City Charter in order to determine if it would permit the 
City to hold real property interest in another community and vice versa. This would allow the 
City to create a mutual aid agreement with another community to hold the restriction on the 
Prospect Hill Tower. 

 
Debt Service: During FY19, the 100 Homes project estimates it will spend $4.1 million of the $6million 
bond authorized and West Branch will spend $1,047,000 of the $2.5 million authorized. Because interest 
rates are rising, the City Auditor is recommending CPA bonds do not BAN and go straight to long term 
debt to lock in the lowest interest rate possible. With a total bond issuance of $4,147,000 in FY19, the 
estimate is that in FY20, CPA funds will need to cover $280,000 in debt payments.  
 
Dog Park Feasibility Project 
The community survey was just closed and received 189 comments. The report should be finalized by 
the end of March. 
 
Agenda item 5: CPA legislation update 
All of the Somerville delegation has signed on as co-sponsors to the proposed legislation to increase the 
fee that funds the state’s CPA trust fund. The Boston CPA Director is working to organize an event for 
CPA cities to show their support for the legislation. Ms. Stelljes will share more details with the 
Committee as they are available. 
 
Agenda item 6: Plan for March Community Preservation Plan hearing 
 
The Committee acknowledged the challenge of attracting members of the public to attend the 
Community Preservation Plan hearing, in part because it is a higher level conversation and not about 
specific projects. To seek input from a larger number of people, the Committee discussed developing an 
online survey that asks how people would allocate CPA funds, what are the top three 
concerns/challenges are in each area, and if they would be willing to participate in a more in depth way.  
 
The Committee agreed they would like to invite testimony from the following organizations: 

• Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development on SomerVision and Open Space 
Creation 

• Historic Preservation Commission 
• Elizabeth Peabody House 
• Mystic Tenants Association 
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• Office of Housing Stability 
• Green and Open Somerville, with a request to comment on the priority the Committee should 

place on open space acquisition 
 
The Committee agreed that it would offer pizza and children’s coloring activities to participants. 
 
Agenda item 7: Review FY20 application process 
Ms. Stelljes noted that she revised the instructions so inform people not to include the instruction 
sheets and that she can no longer accept the digital files on CDs. She also added that three quotes are 
now required instead of asking for a minimum of two. She also noted that the full application process- 
from pre-application to full submission- is included. 
 
Suggestions for improvement for the FY20 application packet include: 

• Coloring the forms that need to be filled out 
• Separating the instructions and the forms to be completed 
• Contact if language support is needed 
• Create videos about CPA in Portuguese and Haitian Kriol 
• Ms. Cooper offered to help copy edit the documentation 

 
Agenda item 8: Plan for SomerSupper event 
Ms. Murugan, as the Committee’s representative to the SomerVision Steering Committee, led the 
Committee in a discussion about how the Committee would like to organize its SomerSupper event. The 
Committee agreed to hold an additional meeting on March 20 to discuss how CPA has and could 
contribute to SomerVision.  
 
Agenda item 9: Other business  
The Committee decided to discuss options for allowing for alternates on the Community Preservation 
Committee at its April meeting. 
 
Next meeting: An additional meeting of the CPC will be held at 6:30pm on March 20, 2019.  
 
Meeting Adjournment 
Upon motion from Ms. Cooper, seconded by Ms. Beretsky, the Committee voted 9-0 to adjourn at 
approximately 9:00pm. 
 
Documents and Exhibits 

1. Agenda 
2. Minutes from January 23, 2019 meeting 
3. FY19 Community Preservation Plan 
4. Proposed schedule for FY20 CPA Funding Round 
5. Draft FY20 CPA application packet 
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6. Email from Community Preservation Coalition regarding committee membership 
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